DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

The Emperor William died on March 9, 1888, and
the Emperor Frederick III at once returned to
Berlin. The Empress found it grievous to have to
leave the sun and the south, when a few weeks more
might have done him so much good; but, while
refusing to give up hope she felt it " an inestimable
blessing to be relieved from the thraldom and
tyranny which was exercised over us in the poor
Emperor's name, as now the right thing can be
done for Fritz's health."1 The hour had struck for
which, throughout the thirty years of their marriage
she and her husband had devotedly prepared them-
selves, when his Liberal rule would be realized and
the power of Bismarck shattered. But they both
knew that it was too late : the aspirations once green
and vigorous in that remote spring-time lay withered
round them, smitten by the incurable frost, and the
Emperor confirmed Bismarck in his Chancellorship
since his dismissal could only uselessly dislocate the
Imperial Government and suspend for a month or
two the administration which would so soon be
restored again. " People in general," the Empress
wrote to her mother, " consider us a mere passing
shadow soon to be replaced by reality in the shape of
William." Fate would have been less cruelly ironical
if this day had never dawned.

A family matter called for immediate settlement.
The Emperor William I had forbidden the marriage
of Prince Alexander of Battenberg to his grand-
daughter Princess Victoria, but the new Emperor and
Empress wished the formal engagement to take

1 Ponsonby, Letters of the Empress Frederick, p. 293.
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